Romeo and Juliet:  Act II Guided Reading Questions

ACT 2 SCENE 2

1.  Juliet is on the balcony outside her bedroom but cannot hear the words that Romeo says to himself as he looks at her from the hiding place below.  Answer the following questions about lines 2-25:

a. Romeo repeats the light and dark images he introduced when he saw Juliet for the first time.  Why does Romeo compare Juliet to the sun?

b. Why does he want the sun to kill the envious moon?

c. Why is the moon envious?

d. Why does he compare Juliet’s eyes to the stars?

e. Why is this comparison to stars another example of foreshadowing?

3.  What is Juliet’s attitude toward the feud that has separated the two families?

4.  After Juliet asks some pertinent questions (lines 58-84), she realizes that Romeo has overheard her intimate thoughts about him.  How does her attitude change in lines 85-105?  What is she worried about?

5. Juliet speaks of her fears in lines 116-119.  Explain.

ACT 2 SCENE 3

 1.  Friar Laurence is introduced in a lengthy soliloquy in which he philosophies about nature and about mankind.  Paraphrase his speech in 1-2 sentences (lines 7-30).

2.  What does Romeo tell Friar Laurence, and what does he want from the Friar (lines 43-64)?

3.  What is Friar Laurence’s reaction to hearing of Romeo’s new love (lines 65-80)?
4. What reason does Friar Laurence give for agreeing to marry Romeo and Juliet?

ACT 2 SCENE 4

1.  This scene shows us more of the nurse’s character as she trades quips and puns with Mercutio.  What is a pun (Google it)?
2. What message does Romeo urge the nurse to give to Juliet (lines 163-166)?

ACT 2 SCENE 5

1. Juliet is very impatient to hear news from Romeo (lines 1-17).  What images does she use in her soliloquy to express this?

2. The nurse knows Juliet is impatient, but she keeps putting her off.  Why does the nurse do this?

3. Why does the Nurse agree to help Juliet marry Romeo?

Romeo and Juliet:  Act II Close Reading

Reread the following lines and answer the questions.  Your answers must be in complete sentences.

A.   Reread:  Act II, scene 3, lines 90-92. 

1.  In your own words, what is the Friar saying in these lines?

2.  What is your opinion of the Friar deciding to marry Romeo and Juliet?  (Include in your answer your opinion of the reason he wants to marry them.  Do you think this will work?)

B.  Reread:  Act II, scene 5, lines 68-77

1.  Where must Juliet go to get married to Romeo?

2.  What does the Nurse have to get?

3.  Who will use this item?  For what purpose will it be used?  

4.  What is your opinion of the Nurse helping Juliet marry Romeo even though their parents are unaware of their plans to marry?  

